THE PEERS AND THE PARLIAMENT ACT
country. It was agreed between die King and the Cabinet that their understanding should be kept secret, and at the time it was the hope and expectation of both King and Prime Minister that die Unionist party would save the necessity of revealing it by accepting the Parliament Bill under protest if the verdict of the country were decisively in its favour.
The Second Election
The election took place in December and gave the Government a majority of 126—a figure which could not be impeached as less than the " sufficient majority" for which the King had stipulated. No question was asked, and no word said about die King's action during the election; it was taken for granted diat if the Government took the extreme course of holding a second general election within one year, the result would this time be decisive. The argument was sustained on the high level of constitutional law and practice, of which the Prime Minister was an unrivalled exponent, and it was assumed by the electors that it would setde the issue between the two Houses. But this was not the view of the fighting spirits of the Unionist party. They were unaware of the understanding between the Cabinet and the King; there were many possible slips between cup and lip, and, above all, die controversy had aroused passions which were beyond argument or a cool calculation of consequences. Threatened with such a blow to their power and prestige, many peers and a large number of dieir friends in the Unionist party were of opinion that it was dieir positive duty to resist to the last,' and only to yield, if yielding were necessary, to a declared threat to create peers, or even to an actual creation of peers. The lists were thus set for a continuance of the controversy to the end in the new Parliament.
The Parliament Bill in Parliament
The Parliament Bill, depriving the House of Lore over " Money Bills " and limiting its veto to tr" introduced into the new House of Commons on reoruary 42* 1911, and carried through all its stages by the second week in May.   In the meantime the House of Lord^ occupied itself with the question of its own reform, a measure for that purposeadvice of the Cabinet," and the Cabinet had no alternative fyqt tx> offer that advice. The warfare of parties had brought both to that portion, and the King did no more than promise t0:}pTC effect to die decision of the people, provided that ifccisjba was tinambiguously expressed on an issue clearly c^lafaed to than, fe order to place that beyond doubt the King imbted that the Parliament Bill, which had been read a fest tone in the Hoose of Commons, should be submitted to the House of Lords also befoire the election, and to that Asquith agreed* tordsf* Commons and jmbEc were thus apprised in of the proposals which were now submitted to theut Egypt by giving
